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News

President Maimon's Update on IL Budget
In an update sent to the GSU community last week, President Maimon discussed the recent
legislation passed by Illinois lawmakers that partially funds Illinois higher education. The
bipartisan bill, which Governor Bruce Rauner is expected to sign, is a stop gap measure designed
to provide immediate funding for Illinois public universities and colleges until a final budget for
Fiscal Year 2016 is reached.
Of the $600 million allocated in partial MAP and state funding for Illinois public universities,
Governors State University will receive $6.97 million (or 31 percent of its FY 2015
appropriations), and $1.2 million in MAP funding (or 43 percent of MAP funds fronted by GSU
for the 1,941 students who received the grants in the Spring and Fall semesters).
"While we are pleased to receive this partial funding for FY 16, the budget crisis still exists. We
will, therefore, continue our collaborative efforts to address the budget shortfall through the
internal budget development process that is currently underway. Likewise, we will continue our
efforts to work with state lawmakers for a reasonable final budget for both FYs 2016 and 2017,"
wrote Dr. Maimon.

GSU Launches Graduation Pages
As we prepare to say goodbye to the graduating Class of 2016, check in on the Web and check
out all of your graduation needs, from ticket information to the personal stories of soon-to-be
GSU graduates.

GSU Rallies Again
Students, staff members, faculty, and members of GSU administration traveled to Springfield on
Wednesday, April 20 to participate in the continuing conversation and movement to restore
balance to Illinois' budget for higher education. Read more (see pages 6-9).

Registration Alerts

Save your seat now! On Friday, April 22, registration will be open to all current and new GSU
students. Registering early means you can take advantage of the new GSU payment option. If
you register and sign up for a payment plan by Wednesday, June 15, you can pay your tuition in
five monthly payments. Additional payment plans and methods are also available. Registering
early also helps avoid new late fees. Starting this fall, continuing students who wait until two
weeks before the start of the semester will be billed a $100 late registration charge. The fee will
increase to $200 once the semester begins.

Announcements

Year End Processing Deadlines
FY2016 is coming to a close. Faculty and staff are urged to do some fiscal housekeeping and
make sure that all of your invoices have been submitted. A complete list of deadlines and helpful
information has been provided by the Offices of Finance and Procurement & Business Services.

GSU Launches Free App to Celebrate International
Sculpture Day

The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park launched a free app on April 24 in honor of International
Sculpture Day. The app provides a real-time walking guide through the park, information from
the artists, and more. iPhone users can go to the Apple Store and search for Otocast. Android
users can search for Otocast in GooglePlay.

We Day Volunteer Opportunity

Do you need service hours? Volunteer for We Day Illinois! RSVP in Jaguar Connection or stop
by A2130. Email for more information.

Need a Quiet Place to Study or Writing Help?
The GSU Library has something for you! Whether you need a quiet place to study or research
assistance, come by and see what the library can do for you. Read more (see pages 10-13).

Who Let the Dogs Out?
Students, are you in need of a break from preparing for finals? Why not come to the Stress Free
Study Zone on the library balcony this Tuesday, April 26 from 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. and meet
Sophie and some of her friends. Sophie is a therapy dog, and she loves to be petted and talked to.
Read more.

Mother's Day Basket Sale
Looking for a beautiful gift to give your mom or a favorite person in your life? Stop by the
Friends of the Library Mother's Day Basket Sale on Wednesday, April 27 in the D Wing Atrium
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Read more.

Dr. Seuss Is on the Loose

Come see your favorite Dr. Seuss characters come alive on stage in a production by
Theatreworks in the Center for Performing Arts on Saturday, May 1. Showtime is 2 p.m., and
tickets are available at the box office and online.

Principles of Peer Leadership Presentations
The students of the Principles of Peer Leadership will give two presentations on social matters in
society in May. Both presentations will be held at 2 p.m. in F1622. On Tuesday, May 3, "How to
Get Away with Murder" will explore the impact of police brutality. On Thursday, May 5,
"Revenge of the Nerds" will focus on bullying. For more information email Robert Clay.

Faculty Highlights

Bill Kresse, Professor Fraud Profiled on GSU News
Bill Kresse, Assistant Professor of Accounting, is featured this week in GSU News. Stop by the
Newsroom (see pages 14-16) and learn about this fascinating member of the Governors State
academic community.

GSU Film Studies Professor Named MacDowell Colony
Fellow
Daniel Nearing, Full Professor of Independent Film and Digital Imaging, will spend five weeks
honing his craft at the prestigious MacDowell Colony in New Hampshire this summer. This
highly-competitive fellowship has been bestowed on some of the most notable persons in arts,
including James Baldwin, Leonard Bernstein, Alice Walker, Aaron Copland, and E.L. Doctorow.
The colony has hosted 75 Pulitzer Prize winners, as well. Please extend congratulations to
Professor Nearing on this opportunity and honor.

GSU Mathematics Represented at Chicago Symposium
Series
Dr. Angela Thompson, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, in conjunction with three GSU
students, gave a presentation titled "Co-Teaching Gen-Ed Mathematics Courses with Preservice

Teachers," a model of supplemental instruction based on the Academic Resource Center's
program at the Chicago Symposium Series at UIC. GSU students Monica King, Michelle Hale,
and Matt Watters worked with Dr. Thompson on the presentation.

Top Conference in Composition and Communication
Welcomes GSU President and Faculty
President Maimon, along with Drs. Hill, Morris, Muhammad, and Athon—all members of our
English Program—presented at the 4C's Conference, the top conference in college composition
and communication, earlier this month in Houston. Their topics ranged from the role of
Composition in our Freshman Program to the use of comics in the classroom. Dr. Amanda Athon
earned a competitive travel scholarship to attend the conference. Congratulations to Dr. Athon
and all of our faculty members who participated in the 2016 4C.
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representing universities from around the state gathered in Springfield on
Wednesday, April 20 to rally yet again for higher education funding.

GSU Students Rally Again in
Springfield

They came by bus and car, in groups of 20, 40, and more. People spilled out
from beneath the packed, yellow and white tent across from the Statehouse
where legislators and student representatives bellowed from a podium, at times
bringing the crowd spontaneously to their feet with chants of “Fund our future!”
punctuating the speeches. Television crews interviewed students on the small
hillside next to the rally. Milling amid the administrators and media were a few of
the young folks who arguably have the most at stake in the current fiscal
standoff—children.
Yolanda Pitts, a
student in the
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Accounting
program at
Governors State
University, rode
to Springfield on
a bus with
approximately 40
representatives
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from GSU. With
her were her 11
and 15 year old sons.
“I’m teaching my children what the classroom doesn’t teach them,” Pitts said.
“For them to be with me and see what goes on, to hear the prep talk on the bus
as we go over the talking points, for them to think critically about what’s going
on and ask questions—that’s important. I want them to see that Mommy is trying
to put things in place for their future. If we don’t do this now, where will the
funding be for them when they go to college?”
Where, indeed? Ten months in, the budget is still at an impasse, although a
late-night breakthrough on April 21 led to the Friday passage of a bill that will
float public universities and community colleges through the summer with over
$600 million in stop gap funding. GSU will see $6.97 million of that allotment,
including MAP funds for students.
State Representative Al Riley, in whose district GSU is located, said in a phone
call from Springfield on Friday, “The job isn’t over yet. We have some of the best
universities in the country. I urge students to keep up with the issues and get
behind the efforts to fund education the way it should be. It’s a right, not a
privilege.”
The budget impasse is affecting all of Illinois’ institutions. The call for solidarity is
loud, though, and more members of the collective educational community are
standing and fighting.
“If we can hold on just a little bit longer, stand just a little bit stronger, and run
just a little bit further, then we will rise out of the ashes … We will journey on to
a brighter future
and see the
sunrise of victory
as we stand on
the mountain of
hope.” Joe
Haynes—a
student trustee
from Harper
College, one of
GSU’s Dual
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Degree Program
partners—
delivered his words like a sermon that sent chills through the rally tent, invoking
shades of a young Baptist minister.
Daniel Nearing, full professor and program coordinator for GSU’s MFA in
Independent Film and Digital Imaging, drove himself to Springfield that day.
“There's a lot of inescapable bluster at these events,” Nearing said, “but then
there are those unexpected moments when your heart is in your throat, when a
disenfranchised student speaks and you understand more deeply why you have
found yourself on the path of education. All of us—students, staff,
administration, faculty—at the best of times and in the darkest hours—are
facilitators of hope for our communities. I drove down to Springfield because it
feels like we're still not being heard. The time has come to demonstrate our
convictions in person with the only people who are in a position to repair the
damage.”
Betsy Joseph, Director of Auxiliary Services and University Housing at GSU,
accompanied the students on the bus. She said that she made the trek to
Springfield because she “needed to stop sitting on the sidelines and add (her)
voice to make it clear to legislators that they need to do something.”
“I’m really proud
of our students,”
she said, “and
the amount of
energy and
commitment that
they give not only
to their education
but also to their
fellow students
and the future of
GSU. It makes
me proud to be a
part of this university.”
In the grass adjacent to the rally tent, five-year-old Laniyah Arsberry covered
herself in stickers. She wore a Governors State sweatshirt and stayed close to
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her mother, Jessica Love-Jordan, a 26-year-old second-year student in the
Master’s in Addiction Studies program at GSU.
“We needed to be here. I felt like it was necessary. Laniyah and I were having a
conversation about advocacy and what standing up for what you believe in
looks like,” Love-Jordan said. “I wanted to give my daughter the opportunity to
see that it’s more than sitting around a table talking.”
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GETTING READY FOR END OF THE YEAR PROJECTS AND FINALS?
YOUR GSU LIBRARY HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!!!
“Need research help or a place for group meetings or quiet study? Would you like to get writing
assistance or do you simply want to take a time out to relax from studying? Come to the library, “
suggested Lydia Morrow Ruetten, Dean of the GSU Library.

If you need help with research, make your first stop the
Library faculty and staff will be happy to help.

Library Information Desk.

Stress Free Study Zone

Visit the
which is better known as the library balcony. Study,
meet with your group, work on a puzzle, or just do some coloring. We have special coloring pages
available that have been created just for our GSU students.
Stress Free Study Zone

Coloring Page

WRITING HELP

The Writing Center Tutors will be on hand during their regular hours, Monday-Thursday 3:30-7:30pm
and Saturday 11am-3:30pm, and instructor Chris Greiner will be on hand in the library from 4-5 MonThursday.

Individual Quiet Study Area

To the left of the balcony is our newest
with study tables,
carrels, and comfortable chairs. There are also other designated study areas throughout the library.
Ask at the library information desk.

Individual Quiet Study Area

Skylight Gallery in the Library

Study amongst art in the
. There are tables and a
beautiful art exhibit to provide you with a relaxing location in which to study.

Skylight Gallery

Don’t forget the library

Group Study Rooms. Reserve them at the Tech Desk.

Group Study Rooms
“The GSU Library is your research resource 24/7. We invite you to visit us in person or online,
www.govst.edu/library, anytime that you need help with your projects, research or just to find a place
to de-stress,” said Ruetten.

Lydia Morrow Ruetten, Dean, GSU Library
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rubbed elbows with Frank Sinatra, and he was mentored and befriended by
Judge Abraham Lincoln Marovitz, the only Federal judge to sit on the bench
without going to college.
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Kresse’s office is a storehouse of degrees and certificates; his qualifications and
accolades quilt the walls. He is a licensed attorney, a CPA, an author, and a
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commissioner for the Chicago Board of Elections. He keeps a framed share of
stock in Enron—an artifact befitting a fraud analysis expert—propped on top of a

Professor Fraud

bookshelf.
With media
appearances as
Professor Fraud,
a name he has
trademarked, in
all three
mediums—print,
television, and
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radio—Kresse
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has been
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featured
everywhere from
Washington Post
articles to NBC and PBS broadcasts. He was named one of the Top 15 Forensic
Accounting Professors by ForensicsColleges.com in 2013, and the Association
of Certified Fraud Examiners declared him Educator of the Year in 2007.
A natural showman, there’s something pleasantly vaudevillian in Kresse’s
demeanor. He’s quick with a punchline, animated in his delivery, but when the
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subject of fraud detection and analysis comes up, he becomes reverent.
What brought you to fraud?
One of the reasons I like the study of fraud is that it’s so interesting, and it really
tends to get interest from the students. And it interests me, too. I love it. Sadly,
so many good fraudsters could do such good work if they would just direct their
energies in a different way. Fraud creates this continuous battle of wits between
those who are trying to separate us from our money and those of us who are
trying to prevent them from doing that. So it’s a marvelous puzzle that keeps
changing and manipulating and it really gets the imagination sparked. The
stories are so interesting. There are lessons to be had in them, because a week
doesn’t go by without a new fraud story. There are always changes in fraud.
Why GSU?
I love what I’m doing. First, I love teaching and I love teaching in an environment
like this. This is where I’m from. I’m a product of the South Side of Chicago and
the south suburbs. The students here are the children of my people, of my
generation. I could go on, maybe, and teach elsewhere, but this is where I’m
from. So, I’m here because I like the students, I like the people here, and I like
the commitment of the leadership. I especially like what they’ve done in the last
couple years, taking it to a four-year university. GSU is really student-focused.
So I’m bringing it back to where I’m from, to do what I can to contribute.
What distinguishes or defines the GSU student?
The GSU student is a student who is committed to bettering themselves,
bettering their family, and bettering their community. They are willing to make
that commitment of time, energy, and money to make themselves a better
person and help
their family, but
also to help their
community, both
the immediate
community and
the global
one. There are
other universities
that one could go
to and you won’t
always find that same commitment. At some universities the students feel
entitled. The students here for the most part do not have that attitude. They
know who they are probably better than a lot of students do. Some of that
comes from having a slightly older population than a traditional university, but
even the traditional-aged students tend to be a little savvier in the ways of the
world than you see at some other schools.
What do you believe you bring to the classroom that’s unique?
I think I bring a combination of experience and education to the classroom. I
have degrees from various top schools in business and in law, so you have that,

Professor Fraud.html[2/2/2017 11:48:01 AM]

Professor Fraud

but then I’ve also worked in the court system. I‘ve worked in consulting, in
accounting, in law—I think all those experiences inform my teaching to give the
students real world examples of what we’re talking about in class. A class like
business law can be very dry if you can’t illustrate the lessons with real world
examples that the students can wrap their brains around. It helps them
understand the importance of the lesson for that class. That, I think, is
something that I bring to the classroom which hopefully sets me a little bit apart.
Because of my
research
interests and
writing interests
in fraud, I can
bring in examples
from the news on
identity theft, on
different fraud
schemes. For
example, we just
did a module on
securities
regulation, so I brought in some examples and videos relating to securities
fraud, showing why Congress passed the Securities Regulation Acts so as to try
to get a handle on securities frauds and how people can be harmed if the
securities markets are not regulated and frauds run rampant. I also bring in
examples from my work with the Chicago Board of Elections and work on the
audit committees. I can weave these experiences of mine, both past and
current, in with the headlines of today along with the various lessons that we talk
about. It makes it a much more exciting class.
What do you want your students to bring to the classroom?
An open mind. Especially when you get into something like business law or law
in general, a lot of people think they know what the law is, and I am there to
disabuse them sometimes if their understanding is incorrect. But I also want to
show my students the context and history of laws. This is something I like doing,
not just teaching ‘this is what the law is’ but also that the law doesn’t just spring
out of nowhere. It’s developed over time through historical situations, and so I
like to take the law and put it into context, so that it’s not just a case of
memorizing maxims. Instead, it’s understanding how the law got to that point, so
that it shows that there is a rationality to what the law is. It’s not just this dry
memorization by rote, but rather understanding how the law has gotten there
and thus putting it into a fuller context. So if the students can come in with an
open mind, with a flexible mind, that’s all I really require. That’ll be fine.

GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
1 University Parkway,
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